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Praise for Literacy Strategies for Gifted and Accelerated Readers: 

““Rarely is attention given to students who are already advanced in literacy and have 

mastered the foundational skills in reading fluency, comprehension, and meaningful 

understanding. Literacy Strategies for Gifted and Accelerated Readers includes 

specifically designed strategies, supported by research and relevant experts, on 

developing literacy learning outcomes and employing differentiated pedagogical 

approaches for gifted and accelerated readers in order to foster their intellectual, 

social-emotional experiences and demonstrate student growth.” 

- Elissa F. Brown, director, Hunter College - CUNY Center for Gifted 

Education 

 

“In a world filled with books promoting ‘learning to read’ strategies, Vicki Caruana 

writes the ultimate guide for teachers of gifted students who are ‘reading to learn.’ 

From the engaging classroom scenarios at the start of each chapter to the useful 

teaching strategies and in-depth expertise of notable guest authors, this is a must-

have book for any teacher of gifted readers!” 

- Nancy Heilbronner, author, 10 Things Not to Say to Your Gifted Child 

 

********************************************************* 

 
Gifted and accelerated readers are often not a part of reading instruction in a traditional or inclusive classroom. Their needs 

go unattended in favor of those who struggle with basic reading and foundational skills. All children should have the 

opportunity to grow in their knowledge and skills in literacy. This book provides teachers who have one or more 

gifted/accelerated or those who are "keenly interested" students in their class ways in which they can differentiate reading 

instruction that is equitable. 

 

Literacy Strategies for Gifted and Accelerated Readers provides educators with practical, research-based strategies and 

advice to address the unique needs of gifted readers. Attention to required specially designed instruction that aligns to both 

the content standards and the NAGC PreK-12 Gifted Programming Standards ensures that gifted readers make progress 

through literacy instruction. This book provides insight and expertise to general education teachers, teachers of the gifted, 

special education teachers, homeschool educators, professional developers, and higher education faculty. 

 
Author Dr. Vicki Caruana is known for equipping parents and teachers to provide an excellent and equitable education for 

students of all ages. Having published 33 books with total sales of over 900,000, her 1998 best-selling book Apples & 

Chalkdust touched the lives of more than 500,000 educators worldwide and continues to inspire teachers today. 

Vicki Caruana, PhD, is a professor of education at Mount Saint Mary College in New York. She prepares teacher candidates 

in a dual certification in special education for both the elementary and secondary programs. Caruana also provides 

professional development in the areas of inclusion, evidence-based practices, and IEP implementation. She has taught at the 

K–12 level in public schools for both students with disabilities and gifted students. Caruana has two grown sons and lives 

with her station wagon-crazy husband, Chip, in Newburgh, New York. 
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Literacy Strategies for Gifted and Accelerated Readers offers educators twelve tenets for literacy instruction: 
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• We realize gifted readers need to read to learn, not learn to read. 

• We learn that gifted readers benefit from a deeper exploration of word meaning and usage. 

• We acknowledge that many teachers are not prepared to meet the reading needs of their gifted and 

accelerated readers. 

• We learn how to identify the gifted readers in our classrooms. 

• We embrace that providing a positive and robust reading culture can capture the attention and 

imaginations of this varied group of gifted readers. 

• We learn that when teachers look for reading opportunities that marry level with interests, gifted readers 

can be challenged. 

• We learn that gifted readers develop their own reading preferences and favorite genres at an early age. 

• We accept that gifted readers naturally ask more questions than most teachers are prepared to answer! 

• We discover that inquiry-reading and learning allow gifted readers to also discover and make meaning 

for themselves. 

• We learn that grouping gifted readers provides equitable access to learning at their level with the depth 

and complexity they need. 

• We recognize and nurture gifted behaviors and characteristics that impact reading. 

• We learn how to differentiate reading instruction so that gifted readers make progress too. 

 

 
Suggested Interview Questions for Dr. Vicki Caruana, author of Literacy Strategies for Gifted and 

Accelerated Readers 

 

1. What was your experience like as a student growing up? Have any of your experiences fueled your work 

now as an adult? 

2. If there was one single piece of advice you could give a new teacher what would it be? 

3. Do you have plans to touch on gifted learners across subject areas? IE- math, social studies, science, 

etc.? 

4. Would you explain the difference between “learning to read” and “reading to learn” to our audience? 

5. There have been numerous books written about teaching children TO read. Your book has a different 

focus — a unique focus. Can you explain a little more about that to our audience? 

6. Also, to tackle the “gifted kids do fine on their own” mindset: 

7. Many people argue that gifted students don’t need any extra help and that attention (and money) should 

focus on those who do. How do you respond to them? 

For general questions: 

 

8. You’ve written over 30 books offering practical guidance to parents and teachers. Why did you choose 

to write this particular book? 



 

 

9. Your own children were both homeschooled and went to public school, how has your experience doing 

that influenced your philosophy about literacy for gifted students? 

10. How would you advise parents of gifted students to approach their children’s teachers regarding the 

ideas and strategies in this book? What should a parent do if s/he feels that her/his gifted child’s needs 

are not being addressed? 

11. You’ve been a university professor for many years and most of your students have been prospective 

teachers. What are the one or two things you most hope they take away from their time with you? 

12. What other scholars have influenced you? 

13. What is your background as an educator? 

14. Why did you write this book? 

15. Who is your audience for this book? 

16. What is a teacher’s greatest challenge in teaching gifted students? 

 


